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Our Lord Jesus Christ,
Fourth Sunday of Advent                               December 21, 2025

Mission Statement

Our Lady & St. Rose Catholic 
Church is a faith-filled, 

diverse, family community, 
devoted to fulfilling the 

Gospel and God’s 
commandment to love one 
another through worship, 

evangelization, and works of 
justice and charity.

 Msgr Stuart Swetland, 
Pastor

 Deacon Bill Scholl,       
Parish Administrator

 Ms. Barbara Bailey, 
Pastoral Associate

 Patricia Goering and 
Anthony Marie 
Johnson

Religious Educ
 Ms. Lorraine Long,           

Dir. Of Music

 Laleta Jones - Pianist

Office Address:
2203 Parallel Ave.
Kansas City, KS 66104
Office Phone:
913-321-1958,  EXT. 3

Website:
Ourladyandsaintrose.org

Facebook:
@ourladyandsaintrose

Email:
Olsr2300@gmail.com

Young Disciples In Training
Contact Anthony Marie 
Johnson

Adult Choir Rehearsal
9:30am Sundays
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Don Wolf

Sunday Mass 11:00AM

Please pray for the members and their
families who are ill or unable to attend
Mass. If you or a family member or
friend request prayers for someone we
will print them on our Prayer List.
Please contact either church office to
renew, add, or remove a name from the
list.

Delories Broussard  - Lawrence Brooks 
Darsie Clark - Linda Chaplin 

Evalena Davidson  - Bernice Ingram 
Lila Johnson - Kathy Ness 

Robert Perkins - Louise Pollard  
Levita Ross - Frances Smith  

Sr. Mary Geraldine 

Lectors for Sundays 

December 21st– Loretta Johnson
December 24th – Monica Randle
December 28th– Anthony Marie Johnson

Eucharistic Ministers
December 7th – December 28th
Marilyn Baker and Jeanna Thatcher
January  4th – January 25th
Tanya Selectman and Sr Therese Bangert

OLSR needs you to be a Eucharistic Minister.  
Please contact Barbara at the church office or 
speak with Deacon Bill after Mass.

Continued from front page…. 

What does an abundant life look like? Recently a study was published in the scientific journal,
Proceedings of the National Academy of Science, entitled “An Exploration of Basic Human Values
in 38 Million Obituaries in 30 Years” that examined 38 million (!) obituaries in the USA from
1998-2024. What they found is that the vast majority of families valued two broad areas of
virtues in their departed loved ones: those based on family traditions (most often their faith and
religious traditions) and those based on benevolence (caring, loyalty, service to others, family,
etc.). Thus, faith, family, service, and caring for others are valued and remembered more by
relatives and friends than career, power, wealth, and fame.

This should tell us about what a truly abundant life looks like. It is one focused on loving
relationships with God, family, friends, and colleagues. It is one where caring, loyalty, and
service to others is at the forefront. It is the type of life we see, despite all their toil, dangers,
struggles, and strife, in the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.
May our lives in 2026 be abundant and full. May we open our hearts and minds to receive the
peace and joy that the Lord wishes to give us all. Be not afraid, the Lord is near!
Blessings and peace!

Pax,
SWS

Dear Friends, 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us’” (Matthew 1:23, cf. Isaiah 7:14)

God is with us! These words should bring all of us great comfort. Our God is
not a remote, uncaring, imperial overlord watching us from a distance. He
is the newborn babe, Emmanuel, God with us; pro nobis, God for us!

And what does our God want for us? He stated it clearly in his public
teaching: “I came that you might have life, life to the full” (John 10:10). “I
came that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full” (John
15:11). “Peace, I leave you, my peace I give you. I do not give it to you as
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid” (John 14:27).
Jesus came to give us the gifts of peace, joy, and an abundant life!

Continued on back page
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Weekly Stewardship 12/14 /2025

Collected Collected Fiscal 
$      1,110.00 $  39,682.00

Collected Online Collected Online  
$ 195.00 $  10,687.00

Needed Weekly Needed YTD
$    3,100.00 $  71,300.00

Difference Difference YTD
$- 1,795.00 $ - 20,931.00

Capital Improvement  YTD $ 430.00

To make contributions online 
go to Our Lady & St. Rose:

ourladyandsaintrose.weshareonline.org

He was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her 
to shame. (Matthew 1:19)

What an interesting thing to say about Joseph: he 
was “righteous” yet “unwilling to expose” Mary “to 
shame” (Matthew 1:19). It seemed as if there were 
two different impulses in Joseph as he struggled to 
decide how to respond to Mary’s pregnancy.

Today’s Gospel tells us that Joseph was a righteous 
man and a devout observer of the Mosaic law. He 
was just in his intention to break his union with 
Mary—she seemed to have violated their betrothal, 
after all. But still, he didn’t want Mary to become an 
object of ridicule and shame. So he was merciful in 
his desire to find a quiet solution that avoided public 
scandal.

Justice and mercy: these two noble instincts revealed 
the depth of Joseph’s holiness. And yet God had 
something better in mind. He wanted to bring Joseph 
even further along the path of righteousness.

When the angel appeared to him in a dream, he 
reassured Joseph that he didn’t need to divorce 
Mary. The child she carried was part of God’s plan to 
redeem the world. He was Emmanuel, God-with-us, 
who would fulfill both justice and mercy in himself. 
Joseph accepted the angel’s words. He came to see 
that God’s plans were bigger and better than his own, 
righteous though they were. So Joseph let the Lord 
redirect his ideas and strategies.

This is a lesson for us. God is always calling us into a 
deeper relationship with him. He might ask us to set 
aside our plans or take a step in a direction we don’t 
understand. But he leads the way for us. Joseph’s yes 
to the Lord not only protected Mary and Jesus, but it 
also transformed his own life. Even though Joseph 
didn’t understand, he was willing to obey. It made all 
the difference for Joseph, and it can do the same for 
you!

“Lord, help me to trust in the goodness of your
 plan so that I can grow closer to you!”

                                              The Word Among Us

Join In And Sing
Mass Setting:  Mass of Comfort & Joy
Devotional:
BB NBR 48– Beyond The Moon And 
Stars

Processional:
BB NBR 58 – Emmanuel

The Liturgy Of The Word:
First Reading:  
BB-PG 42 – Isaiah 7 vs 10-14
Responsorial:
BB–PG 42–Psalm 24 vs 1-2,3-4,5-6
Second Reading:
BB-PG 42 –Romans 1 vs 1-7
Gospel Reading: 
BB-PG 43 – Matthew 1 vs 18-24

Presentation Of The Gifts
BB NBR 74 – Mary, The Daystar

Holy, Holy, Holy:      Comfort & Joy
Memorial Acclam: Comfort & Joy
Lord’s Prayer:          Malotte
Amen Comfort & Joy
Lamb Of God: Comfort & Joy

Communion:
BB NBR 54 – Savior Of The Nations 
Come

Meditation:
I Will Make The Darkness Light
(Words on next page)

Recessional Song:
BB NBR 55 –See How The Virgin Waits

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Every Sunday Morning 10:15am

LEAD TO READ -- BE A READING MENTOR

Help a young reader grow, one week at a time!  
Come hang out with a kid.  Connect with them    
one-to-one.  It’s the easiest, most meaningful 

volunteer experience in the city. 
West Park Elementary School 

Monica Randle, Principal
2600 N. 44th St – KCKS 66104 – 913-627-6261
Make a difference now at (leadtoreadkc.org).

*******************

I WILL MAKE THE DARKNESS LIGHT
(Charles Price Jones)

(1) I will make the darkness light before thee.   What is wrong I’ll make it right before thee.
All thy battles I will fight before thee.  And the high place I’ll bring down.

REFRAIN…When thou walkest by the way, I’ll lead thee.  On the fatness of the land, I’ll feed thee.
And a mansion in the sky, I’ll deed thee.  And the high place I’ll bring down.

(2) With an everlasting love I’ll love thee, though with trials deep and sore I’ll prove thee, but 
there’s nothing that can hurt or move thee, and the high place I’ll bring down.  REFRAIN

(3) Although Satan in his rage would tear thee, and with all his winning arts would snare thee, even 
down to thine old age I’ll bear thee, and the high place I’ll bring down.  REFRAIN

(4) I will make the darkness light before thee, I will make the crooked straight before thee, I will 
spread my wings protecting o’er thee, and the high place I’ll bring down.  REFRAIN


